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F� VW	$ U+
K> :Berkman Center for Internet & Society at Harvard Law School 
Technically, what is a weblog? 
A weblog is a hierarchy of text, images, media objects and data, arranged 

chronologically, that can be viewed in an HTML browser.  
There's a little more to say. The center of the hierarchy, in some sense, is a sequence 

of weblog "posts" -- explained below -- that forms the index of the weblog, that link to all 
the content in sequence. 

What is a weblog post?  
A weblog post has three basic attributes: title, link and description. All are optional. 

Some weblogs only have descriptions. Others always have all three. On my own weblog, 
Scripting News, all items have descriptions, a few have titles, and most have links, some 
have several links. Generally, a title cannot contain markup, but the description can. 
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In Singapore, two ethnic Chinese were imprisoned under the country’s anti-sedition 
law for posting anti-Muslim remarks in their blogs. 

VW	$ _+ X?� )�G�,%5 )* X+��  
Egyptian blogger Kareem Amer was charged with insulting the Egyptian president 

Hosni Mubarak and an Islamic institution through his blog. It is the first time in the history of 
Egypt that a blogger was prosecuted. After a brief trial session that took place in 
Alexandria, the blogger was found guilty and sentenced to prison terms of three years for 
insulting Islam and inciting sedition, and one year for insulting Mubarak. 
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Egyptian blogger Abdel Monem Mahmoud was arrested in April 2007 for anti-

government writings in his blog. Monem is a member of the banned Muslim Brotherhood. 
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After expressing opinions in his personal blog about the state of the Sudanese armed 
forces, Jan Pronk, United Nations Special Representative for the Sudan, was given three 
days notice to leave Sudan. The Sudanese army had demanded his deportation. 
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In Myanmar, Nay Phone Latt, a blogger, was sentenced to 20 years in jail for posting a 
cartoon critical of head of state Than Shwe. 
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NEW YORK (Reuters) - An arrest of a New Yorker for using Twitter to alert anti-
capitalist protesters at the Group of 20 summit in Pittsburgh to police movements would be 
deemed a human rights violation if it happened in Iran or China and raises free speech 
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concerns, experts and rights activists say. 
Pittsburgh police arrested Elliot Madison, 41, on September 24, the first day of a 

meeting of leaders from the G20 rich and developing nations, and accused him of using the 

online social networking site to help protesters avoid apprehension. 
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Mc Luhan: The medium is the message 
"Understanding Media: The Extensions of Man" 
is a 1964 book by Marshall McLuhan 
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